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Why men and women
want different things
RULES OF ATTRACTION: If you are seen in a pub in
Cork with a friend who is slightly more attractive
than yourself, then you are automatically perceived
to be better looking by the man across the bar.
Picture: Posed by models

MICHELLE BOUSE went along to a talk by Dr
Martin Graff which examined online dating from a
scientific point of view and discovered that whether
virtually, or face-to-face, love is a battlefield
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RE we looking for love in all the
wrong places? Beyond mainstream
online dating sites lies a whole new
and more specific world.
If men in uniforms are your thing and
you’re calling out for a hero, there is a
dating site for that. If you perceive yourself
as ugly (trust me, you’re not) and don’t want
to be punching above your weight well guess
what, there is a dating site for that too.
There is even a dating site for married
people seeking intimacy from another.
This was a just a snippet of the How to
Find love on the Internet talk, which was
hosted by the Cork Skeptics in Blackrock
Castle Observatory. The talk was delivered
by Dr Martin Graff and although the name
of said talk might suggest it was offering a
‘how to’ guide for those seeking a significant
romantic partner online — it wasn’t.
Dr Martin Graff examined a series of
questions from a scientific point of view,
including: Are there gender differences in
attraction? Can you really find love on the
internet? How do people actually portray
themselves online? Can you have a virtual
affair?
Attraction
First, attraction was discussed. We know
that physical attraction is important when
seeking someone out because, let’s face it,
we don’t want someone that has to put a bag
over their head during sex do we?
But Dr Graff pointed out a few interesting
facts on physical attractiveness. If you are
seen in a pub in Cork with a friend who is
slightly more attractive than yourself, then
you are automatically perceived to be better
looking by the man across the bar. But
choose your friends wisely because it works
vice-a-versa too.
A saying that Dr Martin Graff dismissed
as a myth was that ‘opposites attract’. He
went on to say that there was no scientific
research to prove that this was the case.
Instead we are attracted to those who are
similar to us, unless you are one of Hugh
Hefner’s girlfriends.
During the talk, Dr Graff illustrated the
difference between women and men when
seeking potential life partners.
Typically, a woman wants an attractive
male, with resources, who wants children
whereas a man is satisfied by a lot less — if
she likes sex, he’s satisfied.
Online success
Can we really find love on the Internet
and if so, then just what are the factors that
determine whether relationships which
begin online ultimately lead to successful
face-to-face relationships? According to
online research, it depends on certain
factors.
The first is the type of dating site they
used because the virtual place is a likely
indicative of their common interests so, if
you are a lawyer and meet a potential date
on Lawyers in Love, there is a very good
chance you and your date will be similar.
The next factor is time. Couples who went
on to marry as a result of meeting on-line
interacted with one another virtually for

about two months prior to a face-to-face
meeting. The scientific research shows that
a permanent strong relationship depends
upon knowing someone well. The more we
know about someone over time, the better a
relationship has of continuing.
And it seems we open up a lot more
during the activity of tapping a keyboard,
people exchange up to four times more
information online than in a face-to-face
conversation; suggesting that you can build
up a bond with someone online prior to a
first date.
Infidelity
Affairs are more common than we would
like to think, with 60% of men and 40% of
women admitting to pursuing outside of
their relationship.
Infidelity is a minefield, what constitutes
as cheating?
Cheating is where men and women differ.
For men, in most cases, cheating is sexual
intercourse with another person outside of
their relationship but a woman will also
consider her partner unfaithful if he shares
personal feelings, a large quantity of time
and an emotional bond with another female
— as well as sex and physical intimacy on
any level.
It’s easy then to see why a virtual affair
may not be considered cheating by both
partners. A virtual affair is where a person
in a relationship communicates with a
member of the opposite sex for a sustained
period of time and the conversation can be
of an intimate nature; or in such a way that
an emotional bond develops.
So, would you consider your partner
having a virtual affair cheating?
There are also websites for people seeking
affairs and there is a growing number of
them. What is worrying about this trend is
it seems that an affair can be ordered as
easily as the take away pizza these days.
GSOH
The ‘you can get a woman into bed by
making her laugh’ theory was also discussed
in Dr Graff ’s talk.
He asked the audience if they had a choice
between two partners who were equal in all
ways but person A was great at making you
laugh but they didn’t laugh that much when
you joked around; and person B, who
laughed at all your jokes but you didn’t find
them funny at all.
The expected result was that women want
person A and men want person B. This
appears to confirm that while ‘GSOH’ is
more common on dating profiles than the
47% of women who lie in profile pictures,
men and women want different things when
it comes to seeking someone with a
‘GSOH.’.
The conclusion of the talk was that men
and women are different — in case we
haven’t noticed. More and more people have
online dating accounts but there is nothing
as of yet to suggest that relationships that
develop online, versus those initiated in the
real world are better or worse.
The advice was to keep looking for love,
where you base your search is up to you.

